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(This §s the first of three
{ween radio commentator Fult

for Freedom, Inc., on the effectiveness of Radio Free Egr_ope.h
By DONALD R. LARRABEE

. (Standard.Times W
. WASHINGTON

propaganda instrument aitned at
{ries? Is RFE heaming a messag

hope to these people or ie it ap

doctored pitch for national Comn-
muhism or Socialiem?

Theve questions: hlave been
raised by anti-Communist

the ‘ast <ix months,
dnggvrl tescarch job m which he
“hac  aperated . virtually alnno
1 ew i ansuers (o tnese guestions
have arouscd thousand$ ot Ameri-
cans 1o question the peigeal phi-
lazopty of RFL and to
elfectne.cas,

‘T'he Lewis bioadca~ts and wiit-
{nge nhave annoyed. if not frus.
traterd the Board of -Dirvectors of

the Crinade for Freedom:: menf ¢
cf pronunence in American busi-j
nee,, who have bheen raising

{funds for *he Eurapean radio op-
eratinn for eight years. at the
1equest of two Presidents
witn the bleysings of the State
Nepartiment and other Govern-
ment agencies which ¢laim no di-
rect role 1 the enterprisc.
Disturhed by Palicy
Commentator lewis, contrary
to some impressions, actually has
no compiaint with the idea of the
RFE aperation: in fact. Lewis
permitted a signoff plug for the
Crusade sor Freedom and RVFE
on news broadeasts for a num-!
ber of years. lle endorsed the
Eropaganda campaign for twhat
e thought it to be. What dis-
{furbs him is his helief that the:
“truth dollars”™ contributed with,
patriatic  sincerity by many’
Americans are not heing used by
the BEE 1o promote Western
freedom or democracv at  all.

radio 45
comnrentator Fulton Lewis Jr. in| ¢
bhased op al

duubl s ¥

and! 8§

i nrn.v .

‘s

.
P

articled on’ the cantroversy be-
on Lewis Jr. and the Ltusade

.

ashington Bureau)

the enslaved Iron Curtain coun-
e of Amencan~style freedom and

FULTON LEWIS JR.

.- .-‘,( e
the operation is ovclsmﬂ"ed that‘
the Crusade for Freedom won'ti
make a public accounting of its
hudget or financing, part of
which is supported by ¢he tax-
payers: and that hig-name spon.:
snrs of {he organization have
very little first-hand knowledge
of the operation.

Stunned hy Criticisma

RFE and the parent Crusade
for Freedonm have heen stunnerl

i

"persons

“ments -in defense of RFE, both
Apuil’® — Are the American people getting directly and in the name of some
thelr maney's worth from Radio Free Europe,' the semi-official.of the, nation's top corporate ex-

; planations,

(cause it knows such data “would

1990

'hargm ha\c been so persistent |
and persuasive with so many
. the Crusade has period-
ically. issued denials and state-

‘ecufives who are members of the:
:Board of Directars.

The Crusade has published ex-
but not denials, of}'
some Lewis charges. For instance,
the assertion that REE won't
make a public accountﬁlg of its
finances. The Crusade has said it
itsues no financial statement he-

he of g:eat,value t& the Commu-
nMs Board memhers have cited
the “delicate nature of the acuv-
ity of Radio Free Eurape®2in re-

goublishgihe budget. The
ncideilially. is operat-
edcml lnmme tax as;

ket. RFE said it W8S regrettable
that the nine were “'guilty of ille-
galities in connection with Cus-
toms payments due on cigarets in
Germany.” It explained that ail
nine were relieved of their duties
-ahrgad when the case was setiled
with German authorities. Three
of those involved, howeyer, are

stifl wlth RFE having been ro-;
axclqned on their return to this
cnuntry.

ﬁdﬂ"

Free Europe Not Promohng
Democracy, Fulton Lewis Jr. Feels

; gues,

1from the sbeginning.

‘sof full,

J'

.

-

Qther (,hurgvs ’

As to some other charges, Lew
i= has documents which he sins
show that at lcast 10 RFE stafl
members turned coat to the Com
munist Governments, ‘This seems
to be. at least partly correct. RE b
says of six defectofs named by
Lewis, three at no time worned
for the nctwork. Of the otHe:
thrve one was said 10 be a typi+t
‘with’ no access to conndenual
infarmation”; one, a 15.year-airi
actor on children's programs m-xf
one, & man who got a small fee
for & manuscript.

no time has Lewig adv ocit-
ed that Radio Free Eurape '‘clos r[
up.” What he wants is a “clesnl
up.” He has no quarrel with 1hr|
stated objectives of RFFE. He con-;
cedes that the policy is anti-Ru%!;
sian. but he says: “it 15 notl antr 1
(‘Qmmunist. T is straght Socia.
ist pmpaganda" and this, he ar
“is not what is heing repre
sented” t0 the American pubhr

On the other hand, RFE say«
Jits mission has heen the sair
‘To contrih-
ute to the eventual achievemem
endurahle ireedomn ant
independence for the Sovief rn
slaved peoples of Lastern an!
Central Europe.

Nevertheless. Lewis has “namerf
names’ of persons who, he sav:,
are spouting Secialism or nationa!
Comgunjsim. He has singled i
RFE’'s Crechoslovakian desk, the
head of which ds Fevdinand T'e
outka. [ewis states that Peroa -
ka.was a collahoratnr with ite ]
Rutsnan Communists until the

3.

On numeérous occasions, Léwis|

lis\e RFE broadcasts sré being!
heard to any appreciables extent]
héhind. the Iron Curtain. RFE re-
plics¢that its broadcasts must be.

‘by the criticisms. The commen.
itator's hroadcarte and printed”
words have brought him stacks |,
of letters from stockholders in-

W hite Americans are hewng told
1o money s going to help fight
communism, Lewis is convinced

that RFE's policy is not anti- Programs through the parént-or Idopped jamming Western broad-

Communist.

“mee radioman Lewis began to
Ao oanta his subject, he reached
tarce amazing eanclieinns  That
Had.o Free Europe bas at times
urged the - peaple nf Paland.

‘ ‘rechac]ovakia. Hungary., Roma- committee to cnnducg gn.investi-iellite countries, plus Communist

ia and Bulgaria to turn from
lllf' r present Saovieldonnhated
( ommunism to a hrand of na-,

fioral Communism, rather thansneithes the Crusade nor Radio"up shhp, Crusade’ Board Chair-

from Communism to dnmncr.«zc,w'
that ~ome former RFE personnel
are dicd-inthe-wonl Cumnnmists]
whn,  having: worked  tos
hmmcan.ng networy, naed
daniv redetected to g
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American companies which have
heen contributing from £1,000 to!
£€50.000 a year to ﬂnance nFEK

anization, The corpordtions |
ave hikewice been hombarded hy
disturbel sharcholders and, at
Tewis' suggestion, many Yun
dreds of listeners have urged the
Senate Internal Security Sub-

gation. ,
Arthur W, Page, president of
Crusante for Freedom, inc., zavs'

Frce Luinpe intends to he drawn
into a public debate with Mr
v hut herause the lewt

Jfro

effective or the Russians wouldn't

vear {n jam them. Although ewis
says there is no proof of this
statement, RFE quotes an item
n the Polish press alleging
that Poland was able to save
ahout, $20,000.0008 a yecar when it

casts .

LE officials claim to have
churted more than 5.000 attacks
ag#nist the hroadcasts in 3'2
se s from Communist press and
ra«.e ‘sources within the five sat-

€[forts through dlplomaﬁc chan-

nrls Ah¥. the United Nations to]-

'forve {t3dio Free Lurope to close

,man (m,ﬂyn Prire says it doesnt
seem, to. him the Communists
voul:l egritinde this campaign if
RI*L. 4 asin any way corving their
mk‘trr g

C

be spending millions of -dollars a’

fihse him nut in 1046 o hmmmu-

has said there is no feason to be-|.
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